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DtiyR(Zce.
By Ed Grisamore

T.leilra ••••StaH Writer
. . .

fieri> Wills, a i9-yea~-oId track star
. from .Florida. State University, outdis-
tanced some 1,110other runners Mon-
daytocapture the.third annual Macon'
Tracks 10.000Meter Labor Day Road
Race in course-record time.

Wills, who crossed the
line :i4 secondsahead of
second place· finisher ..
Kenneth Saint. John;
turned ma docking of ~
ininutes and 26 seconds
to shatter Gary Slay-
ton's mark of JO:JO set

. in last year's race. Wills
nnl!ille<rsecond .to Slay-
ton in that race.'

A run of :rJ:J2by Laura
Ledbetter earned her
the t()P finisher's award
among wom~n runners
and gave the contin-
gency'from Tallahassee,
Fla. a clean sweepof the
top spots both the men's
and women's divisions-,--_

Anne Wright of
Macon. the top-seeded

-Herb'WiJIIi --womanin the race•.ran a
persOnal best of time of

37:50 to earn second place honors in
.the women's competition. Her son.
Michael. 7,: and daughter, Kathy. 9.
were the tap finishers in their ~:_I
.tiveage divisions.·

The Athens Roadsters. with three
finishes in the Top 19,took the team
competition.

AS HUGE C.ROWDSlined points of
the 6.2 mile course that began qI1 For-
sythRoad and ended in Central City
Park. .runners passed.through in rec-
ord numbers. . . .

The 1,111entries surpassedthe num-
ber of runner in last year's event by
more than 330and nearly tripled the
number that participated in the first
race in-l977. .

~ to thelarge'!IPJber of per-
50115 In tile Labor OIY Road 'Race
and' early holiday deadlines Mon-
day, the Telegraph will not be able
to publish the list of finishers.and
their Urnes IDltU Wednesday. The
list will be published In the sports
section.

... The race tim.}lIere not only faster'
in Monday.'sevenl'titJt the earlier start-

. ing time (8 a.m.) and cooler tempera-
tures apparently cut down on the num-

.ber of race-related injuries. Only one; .
•'- '"-runt\,er~ Elmer C:· Patterson, was
. reported hospitalized. He was admit-

_ted to the Medical Center of Central
Georgia for observanon. .

Arid there was·alot more to the third
;;~d"iniliiliHac-e'fJianjliStoaomaSs&H¥i6vblg.-

'Ieg!;artdpoundingJeet.
Phillip Mann of the Bibb County

Sheriff's Department. the race's lone
wneelchair entry. rolled-the finish line
with a tirile of 50:38. Michael Murphy
of-Macon darted across the the 10,000.
meter courseptishlng his eight month
old 5911. Mike. in.a baby stroller. A pair

---of-bike-racers-got in.on tlle.action as it =:':
moved into the city and several per-
sons On roller skates tagged along in
'the race.

(See ,. YEAR-OLD. Page -HA)-
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·I9~Year..Old:Track Star
Wins theLaborDay Race

Ledbetter. the top woman finishe~. was
more than a minute and a half-off her best i

. effort but still ran well enoughto bestWright
Wills' anticipated duel with Slayton never by 23secondsand younger sister. Pam. who i

matetia"lized as the Tallahassee runner _finished third by one minute and 13 see-
broke away from the pack, grabbed the lead onds. .
after one mile'and never let it go, His second
mile split was 9:40 With Slayton eight see-
oMs behind. He widened that margin at the _"I rnOUGHT IT wasreaU)i humid ,?ut I
three. mile mark on Vineville Avenue with a _hke the course and enjoyed the race, she
14'40 said.

BY' mE TIME Wills had crossed the "I pushed myself hard." said the!
four mile point near the 1-75bridge. his 34-year-old Wrigh.r, 'who turned in her best I!

lead. had grown to more than 150yards personal time ever with a '37:50and held
over Saint John. Slayton and third-place onto her disnncuon of never having lost a
finisher Jim Futch. The lead at the five-mile- race In her age group (30-39)_
marker on Cotton Avenue.which hebreezed Age group winners for the rrien in Mon-
past at 24:21.set the stage for a 'oneman day;Srace were Macon's Michael Wrighi. 7.
show as he turned the~~orner at Walnut with a 50:48 in the nine and under: Val-
Street and dashed intoJt1ie park unchal- dosta's Robert Durham, 13.with a 36:49In
lenged. .~. . the. 10-14division: Wills. '19.WIth a 30:26 In

-It was his personal best time for a 10,000 the 15-19age-group: Saint John, 22.with a
- . 31:00in the 20-29.division: William McChes-

FromIbge 1A

of 29:37was ".<>t on an AAU track in Bloo- ney with a 32:05in t e 30-39group; A arita's
mington, Ind. in June. Tommy Owens. 40; wit 1\ a 36: 57 in the

"L'feel quite good about the race;':-'Wijls -40-49division; .and Decatur's.James Srrick-,
'said as he was congratulated 9Y dozensof land, 64.with a 46:59in the 60and over age'
supporters at the finish line. "I tried to stay group'.
relaxed in the early part of the race because In the women's age group competition it '
there was no use spending all my energy . was Kathy Wright of Macon. 9. with a 57:51
there." 'jn the nine and under; A1bany'sJolie Green-.

"Gary (Slayton) had warned me about way. 14; with a 43:43 in the 10-14group;
Herb (Wills) but I guesshe didn't warn me Marcia Ann Wills. Tallahassee.Fla., 18.with

. 'enough," said Samt John.a 22-year-oldfrom a 41:1-0in the 15-19division; Ledbetter.
Carrollton and former; track teammate of Tallahassee, F1.a_. _26. with a 37:32 in the
Slayton at Valdosta State. "I wantedto stay 20-29;Wright. Macon. 34.with a 37:55in the
with,him but,c." 30-39;Yatesville's Judy Taylor, 41. with a

Slayton offered no excuses for his distant 42:Z7 In the 40-49; and 'Margaret Wright.
fourth place finish and failure to return-to foley Beach. S.C.• -58.with a 57:01 in the
the winner's circle. "Herb is definitely in 50-59division. .
good shape and ran a great .race." he Joseph Kauffmann, Jim Futch, Kyle Pop-
explained. "I just ran out of gas after about lin and Dennis Gandy were team members
four miles.•• - of the victorious Athens Roadsters.


