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Race Winner Herb Willis Intended
To Beat 30 Minutes — And He Did

By Pgu! Ma.rkg
Telenrosh Byread

The ball was tn Her¥§ Wills’ court Monday. Two years °

ago, Wills get the course record for the Macon Labor
Day Roed Race with a time of 30:28. Last year's
winner, Mark Embler, tied that record while Witls was

sidetined with an injury. This year was Wills* chance to -

answer as Embler missed the race.

For more storles and pligtes of the race, see Pages
7A, A it 1B. S T

Wilts' answer was Joud and clear as he became the
first runner to cover the coiirse in less than 30 minutes
in the history of the race. ‘Wills rén the 10,000-meter
course in 29:59.7 10 capture-the fifth annual race Mon-

moming. The race was sponsoreg |
%raph_and News and the Macon Tracks Club, -

Anne Wright won the women’s division with a time of

3728 .. : s

- Embler tied it in last year's rac -
. The 21-year-oid Wills trailed the early.leader, Bruce
Skiles ot Columbus, until the 2-mije mark where he'.

Into the lead. From that puiit od. v
" never challengeg as fie steadlly increased his lead over
Skiles and third-place finisher Yeff Galloway. Wills had

about a 200-yard advantage when he crogsed the finish

“line-at the entrance to Central City Park.

" Wilis placed himself firmly in command of the race at,

the second major hill ofmthococi:[u;se as tbeHrung:er]s
movad up- Forsyth ‘past the ege Street Hospital.
Wilis gl& out of t&s:eaqh_of a struggling Galloway

red by The Macon::

| Race From Page 1A

who had been running in

Wills' shadow up until that

“I was trying to break 30
minutés in the race,” said
Willg. “That was my objec-

wills* .
ages out to 4:49.8 per mile

" “Ididn’t want to challenge
early in the race,”

- afnyone
Wilis said, “and it took me

most of mile twa to make up
the distance the leaders had
established over me.”

 time aver- .

Wills, a member of the
Florida State University
track team, has recorded an
all-time best of 29:11 at
10,000-meters. ;

This is one of the better

road races I have run,” said

Wills. “I don't try to com-
pare track times with the

., road times I have had

because it's an entirely dif-
ferent matter, but ] am
pleased with the race I ran
today. I have always had
good success in Macon.”
Wills was second in the

1978 race in addition to his
record-setting pace of two
years ago. :

The field for this year’s
race was the largest ever
with 1,385 runners registered
for the race. 1,200 runners
completed the 6.2-mile race.
The race was supposed to
start at an earlier time than
last year’s race to avoid the
heat, but a delay for
out-of-town registrants
caused an 1l1-minute. late
start, ol

Sentimental Vietory

Anne Wright Gould Do No Wrong in Monday’s Race

" By Paul Marks

Yelecraph Bureow

_ When Anne Wright of Macon came In first place in the
women’s division of the Macon Labor Day Road Race
in a time of 37:23, she didn’t have to walt until she got
home to celebrate with her tamily. A large number of

them ran the course with her.

“1 had five members of my immediate family run
with me,” sald Wright, “and my brother, my sistef, a
nephew and a niece were in the race, also.”

It was. fortunate Wright had so many family mem-
bers togethier for the race to fecognize her victory. The
Labor-Day ra¢e marked her first overalt victory-in the
women's-catepory of a major race. Wright's tinishing
time was a personal best as well as the best women's

time in the race.

'ilt-was hot out there today,” Wright said, “and I ran
the first mile a little tco fast. I just try to maintain a
" 5:55 per mile pace, and that places me where 1 wapt to

ke .

nglltaald ghe felt her main competition in the race

i came from the Atlanta track clubs.

“Tracy Stone and Shirley Silsby of Atlanta are u;e

to tratn,

p]'al:e.”

“When you take ca

The fintshing tim
more and more competitive according to Wright.
Mt run faster every year,” Wright said, ‘‘and it seems
like I can barely keep up with my best previous

ruriners I usually have to beat,” Wright said. “Silsby
was not in the tace today, but Stone was.”

WRIGHT SAID. she felt she might be able to lower
her time to below 37 minutes — if she can find the time
re of three children in addition to a
fult-time job, it is almost impossible to find the time to
train,” Wright said. o

The 3-year-old Wright is the head of the Nursing
School at Macon Junior College. -

The Macon Labor Day Race, sponsored by he Tele-
8raph and News has sentimental ties for Wright.,

"The Labor Day race was the first race I ever -
entered, and that was two years ago,” Wright-said.
“1 finished in 44:11 and was third overall in the female
division that year.”

women runners have become




